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A Report on the Three-way Conversation “Listening to Voices of Artworks”
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Noise : A human history of sound and listening

By David Hendy, Profile Books, London, 2013
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Summary

This is a review of David Hendy’s book, “Noise: A human
history of sound and listening” (Profile Books, London, 2013).
The book is not an academic book as one might imagine
from the title, nor just an essay on sound, but is a 30-stories
book based on historical evidences. The author, a university
professor of history of mass media, says “To trace the story
of sound is to tell the story of how we learned to overcome
our fears about the natural world, perhaps even to control it;
how we learned to communicate with, understand and live
alongside our fellow beings; how we have fought with each
other for dominance; how we have sought to find privacy in
an increasingly busy world; how we have struggled with our
emotions and our sanity.” A history of the relationship
between sound and humanbeings is told here.
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